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Message from the Headteacher

Dear Parents/Carers,
As we approach end of term I am impressed with
how well all the children have grown in confidence
and their positive approach towards all their
subjects.
It is a joy to hear each individual’s achievements in
their extracurricular lessons such as music and
swimming. As you will see over the next few pages
the children have been busy!
The PTA have also been busy planning some exciting
events for all the children and their families to take
part in. Keep an eye out for more details from the
PTA and if you can offer your help or time please get
involved.
I hope you enjoy your half term break and I look
forward to seeing all the children back after a welldeserved rest.
Yours Sincerely,
Miss Kilgarriff

Time to Talk day 2020
On the 6th February it was Time to Talk day and all
the children at High Cliff took part in different
activities and discussions about our mental health
and wellbeing. We all really enjoyed listening to one
another and talking about our own emotions and
different feelings we have experienced.

Safer Internet Day
At HCA we celebrated Safer Internet Day as part of our PSHE
and Computing curriculum. We began with a whole school
assembly where learnt what the internet actually is and
what it is used for. We then talked about how amazing the
internet is and why learning to stay safe online is so
important.
After this we followed this into our afternoon lessons where
each class focused on the theme of this year’s Safer Internet
Day which was identity. We all talked about and learnt what
an online identity was and how we should protect ours and
respect others.

High Cliff Parent Notice
Board
Remember to take a
minute to check out
what’s in the schools
notice board which gets
regularly updated with
school information, local
community events and
communication form our
PM Session:
PTA.

Year 3 Swimming Lessons
If you have any outstanding money owed,
please can you ensure the balance is paid in
full by Friday 14th February. Please ensure that
breakfast club, school dinners and nursery fees
are paid for in advance.
If you haven’t already downloaded the
ParentMail app on your phone this is a great
way of accessing ParentMail on the go.
It is the quickest way to get updates from the
PM Session:
school as notifications get sent directly to your
phone. Pop by the office if you require any
assistance.

Stingrays last session:
Monday 2nd March

Swordfish’s last session:
Friday 6th March
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1pm-3.15pm

Road Safety
It is crucial that every child’s safety is paramount when
waiting to enter the school gates each morning.
The road that approaches the school access gates by
vehicles must be kept clear and children need to remain
safely on the pavement with their parent/carer.
It has come to our attention that children have regularly
been entering the road without due care and attention for
oncoming vehicles.

Hello to all parents and children of High Cliff
Academy! We have some more exciting events
planned for this term, which will continue to
raise money for an Outdoor Staging Area for
our school. We hope that you are able to come
and join us, exact details will be given closer to
each event. If you would like to get involved,
then please don’t hesitate to contact us via the
HCA PTA Facebook page.
We will also be beginning to organise our
biggest event of the year, The High Cliff
Academy Summer Fayre. If you are able to
donate raffle prizes, bake cakes, help to
organise stalls or help out on the day please
contact us via Facebook.
Upcoming PTA Events

We hope that you will help us in ensuring the safety of
pedestrians and road users.

Monday 2nd March World Book Café
Thursday 2nd April Easter Bonnet Workshop
Friday 3rd April Easter Bonnet Parade

Thank you for your cooperation.
Thank you for your continued support.
HCA PTA

Catering at HCA
We hope all the children are enjoying the varied lunch choices that the
school menu offers. Head to the school’s website for some
yummy recipes that you can cook with your child at home!

Reception Cutlery Skills
The children in reception will be taking
part in cutlery skills sessions when we
return after half term that will led by
the schools catering manager Karen
Wells.

HCA on Twitter
Keep an eye on the school’s
Twitter feed that has lots of
wonderful insights on the
children’s learning!

Here are our wonderful dedicated
dinner ladies at High Cliff serving up
the children’s lunches!

Coming soon....
5th March 2020
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Turtle News
This term our context has been ‘Brrr it’s cold in here. We have read: Jeanne Willis’ ‘Poles Apart’, a story of a
family of Penguins who get lost on their way to the South Pole. They end up going on an adventure around
the world visiting some famous cities and landmarks. The children really enjoyed the penguin chicks: Poots,
Peeky and Pots who were very silly. Many of the children recreated famous landmarks from around the
world.
Using our next story: ‘The Snow Queen’ (an adaptation of the classic Hans Christian Anderson tale) by
Susanne Davidson, the children learnt lots of new vocabulary which they were able to use in their play. The
children learn to sequence the different parts of the story and used this to act out the story. It inspired
them to do many other performances for each other.
The final two books we looked at were ‘The Snowflake Mistake’ by Lou Treleaven and ‘Snowflake Bentley’
by Jacqueline Briggs Martin. Two very different books about the uniqueness of Snowflakes. One a fiction
book with lots of great onomatopoeia which the children explored and the other a non-fiction story about
William Bentley who discovered how snowflakes were formed and how to photograph these. The children
really enjoyed becoming scientists like William Bentley, using the microscope to look at natural objects in
more detail.
In our Maths sessions we started off learning the names and properties of 3D shapes. The children gained a
good understanding of curved and flat surfaces and could apply this in their construction.
We have also been learning to compare numbers. This meant understanding what more and fewer meant,
equal and unequal and one more and one less. The children knew that fairness meant having equal groups
and learnt to create equal groups through sharing.
They were very upset when something wasn’t fair!
In Phonics the children have been learning how to orally segment (split words into their different sounds)
and blend (put sounds together to say a word). They have explored the relationship between segmenting
and blending. The children have been enjoying the activities we use in phonics so much that they
themselves have been pretending to be the teacher and have been teaching their friends how to segment
and blend.
Don’t be surprised if they start teaching you at home too!
It has been fantastic to see the children aspire to be budding teachers!
A fantastic start to the year,
Miss Hunter, Miss Strudwick and Miss Tidder
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Penguin News

Penguins have really enjoyed lots of hands on discovery this term, we have learnt about shade and colours,
including how we can mix these to create secondary colours. Alongside this the class have enjoyed
completing science enquires, making predictions, conducting experiments and recording the results. We all
enjoyed our artist workshop and I am sure you are very impressed with their amazing work produced.
Mathematics: We have learnt about time, measure and calendar. A large focus on this has been
consolidating our knowledge of routine and sequence and recognising that time follows an unchangeable
sequence.
We have also focussed on addition and subtraction using two single digit numbers. We have been creating
out own first, then and now stories as well as solving set equations. The children have used a variety of
manipulatives to support their learning including ten frames and number lines.
Literacy:
“The Day the Crayons Quit” The children really engaged with this story composed of letters from the
crayons to their owner Duncan. We explored different emotions and how to structure a letter. We also
looked at the four sentence types: exclamation, question, command and statement sentences.
“The Rainbow Bear” The class demonstrated their fantastic listening skills as they followed this mature
picture book. We discussed differing environments and topics such as conservation and human impact
upon the earth. We complemented this story with non-fiction texts exploring how animals use colour and
camouflage for purpose.
“Rainbow” This non-fiction book supported our learning into science. We learnt what scientists do,
question, investigate and discover and then questioned what we wanted to know about rainbows. We used
our text to answer our questions.
“The Rainbow Fish” Our last class story has reinforced our previous learning around story structure. We
have planned and created our own stories. We have explored character development through the book
and looked at other stories that have a focus on friendship.
Phonics: CVCC and CCVC words.
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Dolphin News
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Starfish News

We have worked extremely hard this term in all our learning. Learning about The Great Fire of London has
been such fun and seeing people’s projects that they created over Christmas was amazing!
In reading we have been learning about The Diary of a Killer Cat and everyone couldn’t stop laughing. Tuffy
was a great character so we wrote a letter to Ellie to explain why we think he is great and why she should
forgive him. However, some of us chose to write a letter to explain why Tuffy is naughty and horrible but
that is fine because it is someone’s opinion!
In writing we have been thinking about creating our own stories for The Great Fire of London. We thought
about different adjectives to describe a fire and then thought of exciting verbs to explain how we escaped
the fire. Acting out scenes from the story helped us to gain more imagination and make our stories exciting.
Mathematics:
We have shown so much perseverance in our maths! First we looked at time and thought about o’clock,
quarter past and quarter to. After this we learned about fractions and we are beginning to find fractions of
numbers more confidently. Finally, we have been learning about addition and subtraction with regrouping.
We did find this more difficult but we have been persevering and working hard and therefore we can say
how proud we are!
Curriculum:
We now know lots of facts about The Great Fire of London and can order different events to show this on a
timeline. We created lovely paintings to demonstrate the vicious fire! In science we have been learning
about how we grow. This was very interesting and we have learnt things about each stage of life. It was
very interesting to see and understand how we grow.
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Swordfish and Stingray News
Year 3 have had a great start to the Spring Term!
We have been practising ways to make our writing more interesting for the reader: extending our
sentences using subordinate clauses alongside using powerful words and phrases. Over the past couple of
weeks, we have been analysing and discussing different types of poetry ready to write our own poem
about the Northern Lights.
In maths we have been learning about time. Starting with recapping how to tell the time using an analogue
clock moving on to converting 12hour to 24hour times. This week we have begun to learn about fractions.
In Science we have explored the way light behaves, how light is reflected and how shadows are formed
through lots of explorative investigations and where light is sourced from. There has been a very close link
between Art and Science this half term.
In Art we have explored the way light can sometimes be split into the colours of the visible light spectrum.
We have looked at how artists, in particular William Morris, use light to communicate their mood and have
created a light motif print based on his works.

Swimming has started this term and Year 3 have had an amazing start to this. The children have been
extremely mature in all aspects of this – from travelling down to the swimming pool to getting changed and
showered and during their swimming lessons. I cannot praise them enough! Well done!
Next term our context is ‘Secret Gardens’ – another Science based context. We will be reading Tom’s
Midnight Garden by Phillipa Pearce.
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Cormorants News
Our context this term has been the Sussex Saxons and we began the term
with a trip to Railway Land in Lewes. As part of this we were visited by a
community rail officer from Southern Rail who came to talk to us about the
benefit of traveling by rail and how to stay safe. The following week we
visited Railway land, where we investigated the physical and human
features of the nature reserve. Whilst there, we also created maps of our
journey which we brought back with us to create our own art. We used many
of the motives to design our own prints and to create resist prints and
paintings. For our final pieces we combined all of our experiments into a
mixed media collage to represent our experience at Railway Land.
As part of our context we have read Beowulf, both the original version and
Michael Morpurgo’s. We really enjoyed learning the story of Beowulf and his
battle with Grendel, his sea hag of a mother and a sea serpent within our
reading and writing lessons. We have practiced using time conjunctions
within our writing and we have learnt how to use apostrophes for singular
and plural possession. We really enjoyed writing and editing a fight scene between Beowulf
and Grendel where we experimented with using some of the key vocabulary from Morpurgo’s
text to support our own writing. Throughout this term we have been looking closely at the
structure of non-fiction textbooks to help us in structuring our own non-chronological reports
on the Anglo-Saxons. In our reading lessons, we have also looked at the Old English version of
Beowulf and identified some of the language features of the poem and we compared some of
the many translated versions.
In our maths lessons we began the term with investigating the
patterns in the 7,8, and 9 times tables to help us to learn
them better. After this we then began a unit on fractions
where we have learnt to identify them, compare them and
to add and subtract them. Within our lessons, we also
learnt the difference between mixed numbers and
improper fractions and how to convert between the two of
them.
Our context of Sussex Saxons has been a history focus, so within our history lessons we have been learning
about the Anglo-Saxons. We began with learning about where the Saxons came from and the push and pull
factors for them to invade Britain. After this we learnt how the Saxons shaped the Britain that we live in
today, especially within our language and place names. In our science lessons, we have been learning about
electricity. We began with learning why electricity is integral to our lives and how to
stay safe when using it. We then learnt how to build a range of circuits with
increasing complexity with different component parts. Alongside this we also learnt
how to draw simple circuit diagrams to communicate what we were building.

